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Thursday, October 7 through Sunday, October 10, 2010
Runs continuously between 1:00 and 5:00 p.m.
Market Street between Powell and First streets (Starts on the north side of Market between Powell & Stockton)
The San Francisco Arts Commission presents the world premiere of Sailing Away, which explores the history of 
African Americans' early contributions to the development of San Francisco.
For an accessible experience of this visual performance installation, please call 415.252.4638. Performance materials are also on reserve at 
San Francisco's Main Library.
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More About Sailing Away
Sailing Away is being presented as part of the San Francisco Arts Commission’s 
Art on Market Street Temporary Projects Program, which commissions interdisciplinary 
projects from Bay Area artists annually. Sailing Away tells the story of eight prominent 
African Americans who lived and worked near Market Street during the mid-nineteenth 
century and of the events leading up to the mass exodus of African Americans from San 
Francisco in 1858. Some of the figures explored in the work include: Mary Ellen 
Pleasant (AKA “Mammy” Pleasant), an entrepreneur who used her fortune to further the 
abolitionist movement; Mifflin Wistar Gibbs, a devoted abolitionist, participant in the 
Underground Railroad and friend of Frederick Douglass, who made a fortune in the 
clothing and dry goods trade, real estate speculation, and transportation industries; 
Archy Lee, a slave who was the focus of several court cases involving slavery laws and 
a civil rights movement in 1858 and James Monroe Whitfield, a barber by trade, a major 
propagandist for black separatism and racial justice, and a poet of impassioned protest 
verse.

Market Street will provide the backdrop as performers enact historical narratives 
through a series of gestures and activities incorporating sites and monuments located 
between Powell and First streets. Through character interactions, audience members 
will get a feel for 19th-century commercial life on the city’s most important thoroughfare, 
which was once home to myriad African American-owned enterprises.

For more information about Zaccho Dance Theatre, visit www.zaccho.org.

San Francisco Arts Commission and the Public Art Program
The San Francisco Arts Commission (SFAC) is the City agency that champions the arts 
in San Francisco. We believe that a creative cultural environment is essential to the 
City’s well-being. Established by charter in 1932, SFAC programs integrate the arts into 
all aspects of City life. Programs include: Civic Art Collection, Civic Design Review, 
Community Arts & Education, Cultural Equity Grants, Public Art, SFAC Gallery, Street 
Artists Licensing, and the San Francisco Symphony Youth and Family Concert Series. 
The agency’s core values are committed to the principle that all residents have equal 
access to arts experiences in all disciplines, that programs are provided 
comprehensively and evenly throughout the City, and that they are innovative and of the 
highest quality.

The Arts Commission’s Public Art Program was established by the City Arts Enrichment 
Ordinance in 1969, as one of the first of its kind in the country. The Public Art Program 
seeks to promote a diverse and stimulating cultural environment to enrich the lives of 
the city’s residents, visitors and employees. The Program encourages the creative 
interaction of artists, designers, City staff, officials and community members during the 
design of City projects in order to develop public art that is specific to the site and 
meaningful to the community.

For more information, visit www.sfartscommission.org/pubartcollection or call 
415.252.4638.

http://www.zaccho.org
http://www.sfartscommission.org/pubartcollection

