
Z A C C H O  D A N C E  T H E A T R E  AND T H E A T E R  A R T A U D  P R E S E N T

In Steel's Shadow

w i t h  T h e  Dog M o n k ey  January  2 1 - 2 3 , 2 6 - 2 9 ,  1994

T H E A T E R  A R T A U D  4 5 0 F L O R I D A  S T R E E T  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  C A



The San Francisco Machine Shop #108 was 
open between 1925-68 under the ownership of 
the American Can Company. It was the compa­
ny's largest machine shop in the United States, 
with very little employee turnover during its 43 
years of operation. The shop manufactured the 
highest quality canning machinery and parts 
including 5 gallon square dies, closing machines, 
curler clinchers and fish fillers. It also designed 
machinery for the famous Log Cabin syrup can.
From 1941-45, the shop was devoted exclusively 
to the war effort It manufactured recoil springs, 
propellers, radar parts, shells and valves for sub­
marines, among other artillery. The shop operated 
1,000,000 work hours without an accident During 
this period, 45%  of the machinists were women. 
After the war, the shop resumed its previous pro­
duction.
In 1972, this building was bought by a group of 
artists and has come to be known as Project 
Artaud. The space where Theater Artaud now 
resides was originally the shop's Assembly Floor.
In Steel's Shadow  is not a narrative representa­
tion of S.F. Machine Shop #108 history but 
rather a series of im pressions sparked by 
research into industrialization that spanned  
from the 1920's through the post WWII era.
We would like to extend our deepest apprecia­
tion to Walter Lister, shop superintendent and 
employee of the American Can Company from 
1920-68, for donating his time to our oral history 
project, for the use of his photographs and doc­
uments, and for his unconditional support and 
tireless good will.

Joanna Haigood, Artistic Director
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In Steel's Shadow s  the third production of the 
Theater's Site Specific Project w hich  w as 
designed to encourage collaborative large 
scale, multi-disciplinary, site specific work in a 
time of limited resources. This year's project 
is supported by the California Arts Council 
Challenge Program, a state agency, and the 
National Endowment for the Arts Presenting 
and Commissioning Program.
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Theater Artaud exists to support and nurture 
ad venturous and innovative  perform ing  
artists by: collaborating on, presenting, and
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ZACCHO's FIFTH ANNUAL WORKSHOP INTENSIVE

A E R I A L  T E C H N I Q U E  

U P S I D E D O W N  M O V E M E N T  

P A R T N E R I N G / G R A V I T Y  PLAY  

C O M P O S I T I O N  

March 5th & 6th, 1994 

Saturday and Sunday 

11:00 AM-4:00 PM 

FOR INFORMATION 

CALL 41 5 . 8 2 2 . 6 7 4 4

at ZACCHO's Yosemite Street Studio 1 777 Yosemite Ave, #4D, San Francisco
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