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Change is inevitable. It comes whether you expect it or not, and is the fundamental force that defines
the character of history. Itis a shift in context, a shift in how we perceive the very foundation of place.

This city block now occupied by the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts has seen dramatic change over
the past few hundred years. From marshland to coal yards to market place to rubble to apartments to
pawn shops to resident hotels to parking lot to art center, each moment catalogued somewhere and
meaningful to someone. Joseph Beuys expanded the notion of art with his idea of social sculpture in
which society itself is considered part of a large work of art. Every action or gesture is a creative act,
whether it is the planting of a tree or the utterance of a word. It is consciousness that clarifies the mo-
ment of this creation, this new art, and connects it to the rest of life. It is a continuum, always chang-
ing and transforming. This powerful idea has always appealed to me. Here at Mission Street and
Third, this shift in history has created a place with many different realities, a place where invisible
events strongly shape the visible present.

With The Shifting Cornerstone T try to-honeritall F-have raken Beuys’ idea and included the histori-
cal realities of this site to offer a layered perspective of our every day experience. By establishing a %
window through the barrier between the present and the past, the place where memory and imagina-
tion meet, I invite you to participate in the shaping of this very moment.

- Joanna Haigood

Joanna has a powerful idea about the detectable persistence of history dwelling in the present. I enjoy
trying making things that work with her ideas somehow. For The Shifting Cornerstone, I conceived a
narrative of permeable barriers, between past and present, between the life on the street and life inside
buildings, between the chaos on the sidewalk and the order of a choreographed performance. I hope
my little collection of props act as a catalyst so performer and audience alike can shift between these
mini- worlds. And the props shift, and tell their little stories too. For example, the empty frame on
wheels; it looks like it belongs somehow to one of the buildings nearby, maybe the museum. But the
poor thing has been put on the street, with a “free” sign on it. If a cornerstone can shift, so can the scene
inside the frame, I suppose. And the box of live grass? It is looking for a home. This spot on Third
Street was once a shoreline marsh. Maybe that long dead grass is a distant relation to the live tuft in the
box. For an extra layer, I appropriated the Center ad kiosks and placed in them large text-less prints

of the performers in character, shot in the performance area. Maybe this will add a little ambiguity to
the mix. This is an installation piece, sort of interactive, too. So be sure to circulate around the perfor-
mance to shift your viewpoint and create your own unique composition of all the parts.

— Wayne Campbell
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